COMBUST-IBLE  ACIDS*

Bookir.     as a peculiar substance about the year 1700, and gave

Division IF.   .                          f

it the name or homgstem (honey*stone), which foreign
mineralogists converted into mellite. This mineral is
very rare. Hitherto indeed it has been found only ia
Thuringia and in Switzerland *.

Mellite has usually a honey-yellow colour, but some-
times a straw-yellow* It is always crystallized in octa-
hedrons, but they are rarely entire ; sometimes indeed
almost the whole of one of the pyramids is wanting.
Their surface is generally smooth and brilliant, and in-
teriorly they have a glassy lustre. They are semitrans-
parent, brittle, soft, and easily reduced to powder.
Whefn pounded, they assume a yellowish-grey colour.
Their specific gravity is about 1-550 f.

Mineralogists soon discovered that mellite is partly
combustible ; but they did not agree about its compo-
nent parts, Lampadius and Abich undertook its che-
mical analysis about the same time. According to th$
first of these gentlemen, it is composed of
86-4 charcoal

3'5 bitumen

2'0 silica

3-0 water

According to Abich, it contains the following ingre-

dients

* Brochant's Mineralogy, ii. 75
f Klaproth's JSeitrage, iii. 115.
t Crcll's Annals, 1797,11. JQ>